For immediate release
Evason Hideaway in Nha Trang Vietnam 
opens eco-dive centre: The Dive Shop
Nha Trang, Vietnam – 1st March, 2006: Vietnam’s newest luxury resort, award-winning Evason Hideaway at Ana Mandara, announces the opening of its new dive centre :The Dive Shop,  putting responsible diving in Vietnam firmly on the map.
“There has been an explosion of interest in diving in Vietnam over the past few years,” said Brian Dechant, area resort manager for Six Senses. “Our guests expect the highest quality of dive instruction and supervision, but they also want to see that we are continually implementing new procedures to minimise our ecological impact on the sea. It was therefore an obvious decision to open our own dive centre, embracing the initiatives of quality and sustainable tourism development.” 

Constructed using several traditional Vietnamese building techniques, and with much of its furnishings sourced locally and made from renewable materials, The Dive Shop is providing intelligent luxury for its customers. Since opening, The Dive Shop has been working closely with the Marine Protected Area Authority in Nha Trang to improve local fishing practices and to extend the reach of the existing Marine Protected Area. The Evason Hideaway has also installed mooring buoys to minimise the damage to local corals from boat anchors and participates in regular clean-ups of the surrounding reef. Furthermore, The Dive Shop will be providing “An Introduction to the Reef” for approximately 350 local Vietnamese people during Project AWARE’s “Dive in to Earth Week” in April 2006.
As a PADI dive centre, The Dive Shop will offer the full range of PADI courses. With visibility of more than 25 metres for six months of the year, warm waters and a hugely diverse population of fish and coral, the Nha Trang Bay area offers great diving for both beginners and experienced divers alike. Visitors to The Dive Shop will be offered trips to a multitude of exclusive dive sites off the nearby islands, as well as to the Marine Protected Area of Hon Mun, using the resort’s fleet of power boats and local Vietnamese wooden boats. 

Attempting to fuse the marine environment with quality guest experiences, The Dive Shop offers its customers the chance to enhance their aquatic awareness on every dive. “Whether they want a simple introduction to the reef, or a more in-depth discussion on how we can encourage more responsible fishing practices in Vietnam, our guests are briefed accordingly by our professional dive staff,” comments Damian O’Donnell, operations manager for The Dive Shop. 
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Editor’s Note:

Six Senses is a Resort and Spa Management and Development Company established in 1995, operating properties under the brand names Soneva Resorts, Evason Hideaways and Evason Resorts. 

Soneva Resorts are committed to offer luxuries of the highest international standard in an environment that nurtures the indigenous feel in design, architecture and service; fusing nature with guest experiences to create – Intelligent Luxury

Evason Hideaway identifies the boutique category of the Evason brand, where attention to detail and focus on the reality of the destination together with modern architecture support the theme – Innovative Style.

Evason Resorts offer a greater number of accommodations than Evason Hideaways, while maintaining individual design personalities, generous architectural proportions and spirited guest experiences, supporting the theme – Redefining Experiences

Six Senses Spas, a key element of all Six Senses properties, offer a wide range of holistic wellness, rejuvenation and beauty treatments for ‘Balancing Senses”, administered under the guidance of expert therapists.
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