For Immediate Release 
 
Stellar Astronomical Observatory 

introduced at Soneva Fushi – Maldives
Six Senses’ Hub, Bangkok, May 14, 2008: Soneva provides the benchmark by which resort experiences in the Maldives are measured, and now the multi-award-winning Soneva Fushi has once again moved that mark by opening the only resort based astronomical observatory of its kind in the world. Set deep within the resorts dense lush jungle, the observatory provides a unique experience for anyone who has looked up at the night sky and found a desire to learn more about the universe and its surrounds.
At the push of a button, the telescope allows guests to instantly observe razor sharp images of craters and mountains on the moon, the satellites of Jupiter, the awe-inspiring rings of Saturn and galaxies made of over 200 billion stars. Using advanced Ritchey-Chretien optics - exactly like same technology used in the NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope – the telescope offers coma-free, wide-angled views of the heavens above Soneva Fushi.
The 12-metre high observatory tower houses the telescope on the upper most level, high above the tree-line canopy, along with a fully-automated dome providing uncompromised 360 degree views of the night sky. For guests wishing to learn more about astronomy, the second level houses a comprehensive reference library complete with educational books suitable for all ages and knowledge levels. The telescope is linked to a plasma screen in the library where recordings are made and lectures are performed by specially trained hosts. At certain times of the year visiting astronomers will be invited to offer exclusive presentations to Soneva Fushi’s privileged guests.
The new Meade RCX 400 is a professional class astronomical telescope offering the most sophisticated and technologically advanced mechanics and electronics currently available.  All the mirrors are laser aligned for extreme collimation and housed in an anti-dew heater system, providing all night fun for those who want to be amazed by the night’s sky. The telescope’s computer database contains a few million stars, nebulae and galaxies of the sky, whilst the eyepiece of the robotic machine aligns itself though GPS satellites orbiting in outer space. 
Set on a 45-hectare or 112-acre island within one of the furthest atolls from the capital, the legendary and eco-friendly Soneva Fushi presents an understated yet sophisticated style, which allows guests to enjoy the natural reality of the destination. Offering just 65 accommodations, Soneva Fushi captures the very essence of a castaway fantasy. 33 villas offer private pool options while the prestigious Jungle Reserve and The Retreats incorporate the Maldives first tree houses. 
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“Ever Soneva So Celestial” - The Observatory at Soneva Fushi 
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Editor’s Note:
Six Senses is a resort and spa management and development company established in 1995, which manages resorts under the brand names Soneva, Six Senses Hideaways, Six Senses Latitudes and Evason, plus Six Senses Spas and Six Senses Destination Spas.

Soneva by Six Senses – Intelligent Luxury.

Soneva is committed to offer luxuries of the highest international standard in an environment that nurtures the indigenous feel in design, architecture and service; fusing nature with guest experiences and creating destinations unto themselves. A Soneva resort has a limited number of accommodations, all offering generous personal space. 

Six Senses Hideaways & Latitudes – Redefining Experiences.

Six Senses Hideaway identifies the private pool villa category of the Six Senses brand, where attention to detail and focus on the reality of the destination together with modern architecture provides generous personal space and presents an uncompromised standard of luxury.
Six Senses Latitude usually offers a greater number of accommodations than Six Senses Hideaway, while still maintaining attention to detail and generous proportions. A Six Senses Latitude offers individual style with a unique and diverse design personality, and a strong senses of community.
Six Senses Spas – Balancing Senses.

Six Senses Spa - a key element of all Six Senses properties, offers a wide range of holistic wellness, rejuvenation and beauty treatments administered under the guidance of expert therapists. Six Senses Spas are also hosted by prestigious hotels and resorts in many other locations.
Six Senses Destination Spas – Enriching Life.

Six Senses Destination Spas are dedicated to transforming the lifestyle of their guests through a complete immersion into healthy and mindful living. Personal life-passages are created for each guest, supported by a regime of activities and organic cuisine.
Evason introduces a collection of unique resorts that follow the Six Senses philosophy of uncompromised responsibility to the environment and to the community. Family friendly, these properties also present a strong value focus while offering a vast array of guest services, personal attention and facilities.
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