Press Release
Soneva Kiri to offer a veritable culinary
kaleidoscope of cuisine and dining experiences
across cultures from Thailand to Spain

Six Senses’ Hub, Bangkok – June 19, 2009: Jaume was born into the family business of a traditional Spanish charcuterie, where his grandfather gave him his first insight into the culinary world. Khun Benz grew up in rural Thailand learning the subtleties of Thai cooking from her mother and grandmother from an early age. These events were happening virtually at the same time – but 9,600 kilometers, or 6,000 miles, apart. Today, Khun Benz and Jaume have come to Soneva Kiri to create some exceptional dining experiences:
After spending his childhood learning about traditional Spanish cuisine as he helped out in the family kitchen, Jaume still frequently cooked for his family and friends to showcase his culinary talents, whilst studying to be a lawyer. However, his love of food won out and he changed his law books for a set of chef’s knives at the culinary school in Sant Pol de Mar, Barcelona.
After three years of study, Jaume left the culinary school to join the lauded innovative chef of the time, and the youngest chef in Europe with 2-Michelin Stars – Jean Paul Vinay at El Bulli. Another key figure in Jaume’s career path was Catalan chef Termin Puig.

After twelve years working in some of Spain’s best kitchens, Jaume took the role of executive chef with a hotel chain in Andora, following which he relocated to the Caribbean - in the Dominican Republic and Cuba. Now after 27 years of creative cuisine, Jaume brings his passion to Soneva Kiri, where his talents can be experienced in tree-top dining and a score of other locations.
On the other hand, Khun Benz is returning to her homeland after an absence of almost ten years. A skilled Thai chef, Khun Benz was enticed to Soneva Fushi in the Maldives to add an additional Asian depth to the dining alternatives. In appreciation of her outstanding service, Six Senses founder, Sonu Shivdasani, is bringing her back home to Thailand, this time with the enticement of her very own restaurant at Soneva Kiri, aptly named ‘Benz’. 

Khun Benz vast repertoire of Thai dishes will be presented in a classic wooden Thai structure stilted amongst the mangroves fringing Klong Yai Kee, indicative of traditional settings that one discovers when travelling up-country on the banks of the Chao Praya river at its source. 
In the truest form of SLOW LIFE (Sustainable-Local-Organic-Wholesome  Learning Inspiring-Fun-Experiences), almost all the ingredients used at Benz are produced either on Koh Kood or nearby Koh Chang, whilst the dining experience itself is one of true authenticity. Dinner is also accompanied with a concert of fireflies. 
Just off-property, guests take a splendid Aquasense motorboat from Dragon Jetty to Klong Yai Kee, then meander through the mangroves to Benz. There is a 4-wheel drive option for the ten-minute trip if the sea is choppy.

Soneva Kiri opens in September 2009 on the island of Kood, to the south-east of the Gulf of Thailand. Guests arriving at Bangkok’s Suvarnbhumi International Airport are met on arrival and transferred to the Soneva Kiri private plane for the one-hour trip to Soneva Kiri’s own airstrip – then a five minute motorboat transfer to the resort.
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Editor’s Note:

Six Senses is a resort and spa management and development company established in 1995, which manages resorts under the brand names Soneva by Six Senses, Six Senses Hideaway, Six Senses Latitude and Evason, plus Six Senses Spas and Six Senses Destination Spas.

Six Senses SLOW LIFE positioning philosophy: 
Sustainable-Local-Organic-Wholesome   Learning-Inspiring-Fun-Experiences.
Soneva by Six Senses – Intelligent Luxury.

Soneva is committed to offer luxuries of the highest international standard in an environment that nurtures the indigenous feel in design, architecture and service; fusing nature with guest experiences and creating destinations unto themselves. A Soneva resort has a limited number of accommodations, all offering generous personal space. 

There are currently two multi-award-winning Soneva properties – Soneva Fushi in the north Baa atoll of the Maldives, and Soneva Gili in the Male’ Atoll. Soneva Kiri will be the third Soneva on the planet. Scheduled to open in late 2009, Soneva Kiri is set follow its sister properties as a benchmark for environmentally responsible tourism, whilst offering the level of luxury and personal service that has become synonymous with Soneva.

Soneva Kiri - Soneva Kiri is located on Koh Kood, a pristine island on the south-east coast of The Gulf of Thailand. The luxury, self-contained resort is situated on a 41-hectare, or 102-acre site in the first phase of development.

The resort comprises 42 pool villas, including Beach and Hilltop Reserves, Beach and Hilltop Retreats, Eco Villa, plus 20 Private Residences along the beach front and on the hillside overlooking the Gulf of Thailand. Each pool villa occupies a footprint of between 400 square metres and 770 square metres, with living areas and air-conditioned bedrooms surrounded by water features. Several villas feature private spa suites. All villas offer personal butler service

There are three restaurants. The fine-dining restaurant sits on the ridge of a hill facing west so guests can watch spectacular over-water sunsets. Innovative dining pods in the tree canopy are a unique experience, whilst Khun Benz’ offers authentic Thai cuisine. In addition to many leisure facilities, the resort features a Six Senses Spa village and a celebration pavilion. 

Soneva Kiri has been developed following the principles of ecologically-sustainable design and materials selection, and with construction methods adapted to protect the environment. Each villa offers a choice of bicycles and electric cart for travel within the resort.

Flights from Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi  International Airport are 60 minutes in the resort’s own luxurious, custom-fitted aircraft, to Soneva Kiri’s own airstrip on a tiny neighboring island. From here it is a five minute speed boat ride to the arrival pier.
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