Executive Appointments
Executive Appointments at 

Six Senses, Soneva and Evason
Six Senses’ Bangkok Hub, April 26, 2007

John Philipson – Area Director, Maldives.  John Philipson has joined Six Senses Resorts & Spas as the area director for the Maldives. Six Senses currently operate iconic Soneva Fushi – voted Best of the Best in Conde Naste Traveller’s Awards, and the Maldives’ first over-water resort, Soneva Gili. Six Senses is currently developing Evason Latitude at Laamu, which is scheduled to open in 2008.

John brings to Six Senses more than seventeen years of hospitality experience having had broad ranging responsibilities with deluxe 5-star international hotel and resort companies. John’s most recent assignment was as general manager of Rocco Forte Hotels’ The Lowry, in Manchester and The St. David’s Hotel and Spa in Cardiff, Wales. He joined the hospitality business in 1990 with Hyatt International in Grand Cayman Island, in the Caribbean. 

 

A British national, John has completed his Bachelor of Applied Science in Hospitality from New Hampshire College as well as his Masters of Science in Hospitality at I.M.C.A. Socrates in Boulder, Colorado - both in the United States.

 
John is based at Soneva Fushi. His e-mail address is: john@sixsenses.com
 
Nicholas and Christine Juett - Co-General Managers – Vatulele Island Resort, Fiji. Husband and wife team – Nicholas and Christine Juett have been appointed as Co-General Managers of Vatulele Island Resort. Opened in 1992, the multi-award-winning resort is referred to as simply Vatulele, and will be developed into an Evason Hideaway. 

Nicholas and Christine come to Vatulele from their former roles of Operations Director and Project Manager at a company that owns and manages properties in Tuscany and Scotland and is based in Edinburgh. Prior to that, they held similar roles with Amanresorts, based in Singapore. 
Their impressive record brings collective and individual experience from the Caribbean, East Asia, Europe and Oceania.
Their e-mail addresses are: nicholasJ@sixsenses.com; christineJ@sixsenses.com
Takao Ifuku – Director of Sales & Marketing Japan.  Takao Ifuku has been appointed the director of sales and marketing for Japan. In addition to sales and marketing, his responsibilities cover potential new developments in Japan.  He will liaise closely with Six Senses public relations representation and report to the Chief Sales Officer in the group’s Bangkok Hub.

Prior to joining Six Senses Ifuku-san represented Mutiara Hotels & Resorts of Malaysia and Duxton Hotel in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. He also represented Dusit Hotels & Resorts in the Japanese markets. Prior to the year 2000, he represented Amari Hotels & Resorts of Thailand, and established Hotel Networks Japan.
Ifuku-san’s professional background included travel and hospitality roles. He grew through sales positions with Mandarin Oriental Group, for sales manager to being the regional manager for Japan and Korea. He also worked in Rome and Paris for Japan Travel Agency.

Takao Ifuku is based in Tokyo. His e-mail address is ifuku@sixsenses.com 

Kristen Bashir – Director of Sales Australia & New Zealand. Kristen Bashir has joined Six Senses as the director of sales for Australia and New Zealand. She opens a dedicated Six Senses office, which will support the impressive development of the company.
Kristen joins Six Senses from Small Luxury Hotels of the World, where she held the role of regional director of business development, in which her duties included identifying potential member properties within the region. Her earlier role with SLH was as manager of reservations and customer relationship. She began her hospitality career at The Regent, Sydney, learning many disciplines as she worked her way through several departments. She then joined The Observatory Hotel as the reservations manager, before joining SLH.
Kristen is based in Sydney, Australia. Her e-mail address is Kristen@sixsenses.com

Matai Gilroy – Director of Sales, Soneva Kiri. Matai Gilroy has come on board as the director of sales for Soneva Kiri. The Soneva brand is currently represented by Soneva Fushi and Soneva Gili in the Maldives. Soneva Kiri, is scheduled to open in 2008 in south-eastern Thailand, whilst a new Soneva concept - Soneva In Aqua,  is scheduled to be launched early in 2008.
Prior to joining Soneva Kiri, Matai held the role of sales and marketing manager, and acting director of sales for Pimalai Resort & Spa and Pimalai Pool Villas – both in Krabi, Thailand. This was proceeded as the reservations manager for the properties.

Matai came to Thailand from his native Polynesia, where he held several roles with Sheraton Hotel Tahiti and South Pacific Management. He completed his initial hotel training at Sheraton Fiji Rosorts and in Manihi, French Polynesia.
Matai is based at the Six Senses Bangkok Hub. His e-mail address is: dos-kiri@sonevaresorts.com 
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Editor’s Note:
Six Senses is a Resort and Spa Management and Development Company established in 1995, which manages resorts under the brand names Soneva, Evason and Six Senses Spas

Soneva – Intelligent Luxury.

Soneva is committed to offer luxuries of the highest international standard in an environment that nurtures the indigenous feel in design, architecture and service; fusing nature with guest experiences and creating destinations unto themselves. A Soneva resort has a limited number of accommodations, all offering generous personal space. 

Evason – Redefining Experiences.
Evason Hideaway identifies the boutique category of the Evason brand, where attention to detail and focus on the reality of the destination together with modern architecture and private pool villas, which provide generous personal space and present an uncompromised standard of luxury.
Evason Latitude introduces a collection of resorts, usually with a greater number of accommodations than Evason Hideaway, while still maintaining attention to detail and generous proportions. An Evason Latitude offers individual style with a unique and diverse design personality. 
Six Senses Spa - a key element of all Six Senses properties, offer a wide range of holistic wellness, rejuvenation and beauty treatments for ‘Balancing Senses”, administered under the guidance of expert therapists. Six Senses Spas are also hosted by prestigious hotels and resorts in many other locations.
For further information please contact: 

Six Senses Resorts & Spas 

Marketing Department 

Tel: 66 (0) 2631 9777

Fax: 66 (0) 2631 9799

marketing@sixsenses.com
www.sixsenses.com
