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SIX SENSES ECO SYMPOSIUM SET TO BUILD ON OPTIMISTIC START

Six Senses Bangkok Hub – 12th October 2010:
· Success of Soneva Fushi gathering points to expanded meeting next year

· Environmentalists and industry leaders praise format

· Talks begin to create world’s largest marine conservation area

Tuesday 12th October 2010

The Six Senses Eco Symposium at Soneva Fushi in the Maldives, which finished on Sunday, points to a new model for effective travel industry leadership in the fight against climate change.

The Symposium achieved its key goals of bringing together a diverse range of world leading environmental experts with travel industry leaders to discuss practical, effective and profitable ways to combat global warming. 

Among the speakers at the event were President Nasheed of the Maldives, Jonathon Porritt, the Founder Director of the Forum for the Future, Stefan Schurig of the World Future Council, Mike Mason of Climate Care, Chris Gorell Barnes, of the BLUE Marine Foundation, Jonathon Counsell, Head of Environment at British Airways, and a host of others. 

The host of the Symposium, Six Senses Chairman & CEO Sonu Shivdasani, said that he had been impressed by the collective sense of optimism at the event and the ability of delegates to provide practical solutions to some of the most pressing problems caused by climate change.  He said: “Over the course of the last three days we have heard about some amazing schemes ranging from the commercial success of solar power to cost effective ways of protecting our oceans and the need to re-engage with consumers at a more spiritual level. 

“Our challenge now is to build on the initial success of the Symposium and bring the thought leadership we have seen over the last few days to a much wider audience.”  “Over the course of the next few months Six Senses will be examining the best ways to achieve that.”

Among the highlights of the Symposium was a commitment by British Airways to only use fish from sustainable sources in its in-flight meals and the opening of talks between the government of the Maldives and BLUE Marine Foundation, which could see the creation of the largest marine conservation area in the world. 

Chris Gorell Barnes, co-founder of BLUE, said: “I am very optimistic that the talks that began at the Six Senses Eco Symposium will lead to something very special being created. We have to protect our oceans before we entirely empty them of fish.”

The tone of the Symposium was set in the very first speech of the event by Jonathon Porritt.  He stressed that the environmental movement has largely failed in its mission of advocacy – partly because of an inappropriate use of language. 

He said: “We need to bring the power of science and the power of intuition together. Einstein described intuition as a sacred gift. It is a crucial part of what we want to achieve.”

He added that the spiritual aspect of the environmental debate had been lost.

“We have taken the sacred out of nature. We have taken the deeper meaning out of the way we have talked about nature. To what extent has our language contributed to that secularisation of nature? Have we lost the true essence of what sustainability is about?”

President Nasheed of the Maldives, the guest of honour at the Symposium, applauded the work of Six Senses in helping the goal to make the Maldives carbon neutral. 

He called upon young people around the world to take direct action to force governments to step up their efforts to combat climate change. 

He said: “To move the US we must have direct action. The battle must be fought on the street. Politicians do not do anything unless told to do so by the people. 

“We should all try to see how we can have another summer of protest. In the US it must be possible to galvanise the people. I believe it is possible and mass direct action must happen. I don’t know when it will happen, but I think we will see another 1960s when everybody is out on the streets.” 
ENDS
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About the Six Senses Eco Symposium
The main objective of the Eco Symposium is to bring together travel and tourism industry leaders and to inspire them to take on responsible business practices and adapt to climate change. The guest speaker panel will consist of industry consultants, environmentalists, international policy makers, and visionaries and will be lead by the President of the Maldives, Mr. Mohamed Nasheed who will deliver a keynote speech outlining the country’s commitment to carbon neutrality by 2020 and the role of tourism in delivering that goal. Other speakers include Jonathan Porritt, a leading UK environmentalist, Mark Lynas, President Nasheed’s advisor on climate change, Professor Geoffrey Lipman of UNWTO and Solar Century CEO Jeremy Leggett. 

About Soneva Fushi by Six Senses 

Set on a 100-acre island in Baa Atoll, legendary Soneva Fushi presents a simple yet sophisticated style that makes the most of the natural beauty of the destination. Soneva Fushi has 65 villas, most with private seawater swimming pools. Particular attention was given to the design of the villas to avoid unnecessary culling of trees; Soneva Fushi is the only resort in the Maldives in its natural jungle surroundings. There is a 2% carbon tax paid on all fights for all guest, staff and product supplies; the proceeds are given to a wind turbine project in Southern India.
 
All Six Senses properties produce its own drinking water at the resort, to reduce supply flights and the use of plastic.  All food and drink menus are carefully designed to avoid products from unsustainable sources or that have involved cruelty to animals. Particular care is used in monitoring the size and sex of the fish purchased from the local fishermen.  
 
Tour the impressive ‘Eco Centro’ and learn how waste is turned to wealth. See how every glass bottle, every coconut shell; every fallen twig is put to good use. 75% of the salad and herb needs, as well as many exotic fruit and vegetables are grown in the resort’s organic gardens.
For more information please contact:

Sophy Williams, Soneva PR/Marketing manager

Mob: +960 797 9909

Email: sophy@sixsenses.com 

To download photos of the event or to watch video clips of the day courtesy of Media partner MNBC TV :   http://ecosymposium.sixsenses.com
Or twitter  soneva_fushi

Speaker presentations content will be uploaded over the course of the next week.

Further information is also available on www.environmentalgraffiti.com – sponsored by Soneva Fushi by Six Senses

