News from Six Senses Hotels, Resorts & Spas 

Six Senses Starts 2002 with Three New Properties

 

Six Senses Hotels, Resorts & Spas, the operator of unique luxury hotels and resorts in Asia whose philosophy is ”intelligent luxury” has started off the year with a massive expansion: the opening of three new exciting new resorts. 

They are Soneva Gili in the Maldives, which consists of 44 luxury water villas and is the only resort in The Maldives located entirely over water; The Evason Resort & Spa Hua Hin – the first beachside resort in the Hua Hin area with private pool villas, and The Evason Resort & Spa Phuket which sprawls over 62 acres of lush tropical vegetation at the southern tip of Phuket and has its own private island just offshore. 

“These three new properties, all of which are developed, not just managed by us, mark a considerable expansion for Six Senses” said Sonu Shivdasani, Chairman and CEO of Six Senses. 

“The Thai properties in particular are much bigger than our previous resorts, and will enable us to bring to a larger number of discerning guests our philosophy of “redefining experiences”.  

Six Senses began with the creation of Soneva Fushi, which opened in 1995 and was recently voted “World’s Best Resort” by readers of Conde Nast Traveller. Other properties managed by Six Senses include Ana Mandara in Nha Trang, Vietnam, the boutique Canggu Puri Merta in Bali and D’Ma Pavilion in Bangkok. 

Pool Villas at Evason Resort & Spa Hua Hin Setting New Standards

After just a few weeks in operation, the brand new Evason Resort & Spa Hua Hin is already setting new standards in hospitality for the resort town of Hua Hin, three hours drive south of Bangkok.  

Its 185 rustic but luxurious guestrooms are spread out within eight separate low-rise buildings in a tropical garden setting, complemented by 40 oversized stand-alone private pool villas.  

The Evason Pool Villas are the first of their kind in the Hua Hin area. Each villa is secluded by a wall for privacy and has its own private plunge pool, plus an outdoor bathtub in a rustic garden setting surrounded by a lotus pond.

All rooms have either over-sized King or Twin beds with light comfortable duvets, most with an open-style bathroom and all with private balconies. All rooms have a large day bed designed as a sitting area during the day and easily made up as a third bed at night.

The luxurious Six Senses Spa is adjacent to the beach and sets new standards in spa design. There are five treatment salas each surrounded by relaxing water pools. Inside the spa, there are treatment rooms for couples or singles, two dry saunas and two steam rooms, with all facilities surrounded by lotus ponds and lush vegetation.

Evason Resort & Spa Phuket Now Fully Open

After its grand opening on January 17th, this newest resort in Phuket is already proving a hit with visitors to the island.  The 301-room resort, located on Rawai Beach at the southern tip of the island, is stunningly located amid 64 acres of beautifully landscaped tropical gardens, with its own private island just offshore.

A partnership between Six Senses, Deutsche Bank and Finansa Thai - a Thai investment bank - acquired the former Phuket Island Resort and completely renovated it to a refreshing and compelling contemporary style resort which features some of the best and most scenic bars and restaurants in Phuket; as well as the famous Six Senses Spa. 

The guest rooms and suites feature open-style bathrooms, which create more space and light in the room and all have either a sea or bay view. A totally new approach to materials, finishes and colours contributes to a refreshing holiday experience. A further 60 private pool villas will be added next year. The resort is set on 64 acres of lush natural surroundings 

The resort has its own professional dive school onsite, and dive tours depart from the resort’s private pier, so unlike other Phuket resorts, no time is wasted having to travel to and from dive pick-up points. At the same time, a wide variety of water sports, tennis and other activities are available for adult guests, while a professionally managed kids’ club keeps children entertained all day, 

The holistic Six Senses Spa provides a relaxing and revitalising experience as well as healing treatments, and the resort’s spacious layered grounds which wind their way right down to the sea allow for several beautiful seaside restaurants which are among the most exotic dining experiences on offer in Phuket. 

Additionally, one of the unique features of The Evason Resort & Spa Phuket is that it has its own private island. A short 7 or 8-minute ride by complimentary hotel shuttle boat brings guests to Bon Island, which is exclusively for the use of the Evason’s guests. 

Soneva Gili – A Waterborn Paradise

Newly opened in January, Soneva Gili, the sister resort to Six Senses’ first property, Soneva Fushi - is also located in The Maldives and is The Maldives’ first resort located entirely on water. 

Soneva Gili evokes visions of Kevin Costner’s “Water World”. The resort is made up of rustic looking, but glamorously furnished individual water cottages built on stilts above the shallow waters of the lagoon. These are reached from the resort’s public areas via large wooden walkways, except for the seven stand-alone Soneva Gili Crusoe Residences, which for the ultimate in privacy are accessible only by boat. 

The 44 villas and residences are spacious with wooden floors, so that like villas at Soneva Fushi they are both in harmony with their surroundings, yet still luxurious. The bathrooms have been designed with a separate shower access along an open-air walkway. The roof sundeck is a private oasis of luxury – some of the villas also have an open-air Jacuzzi – and there is also a lower level sundeck just above the water level. A unique and tantalizing feature is the above water glass floored spa, so guests can watch the fish in the ocean while receiving a massage. 

New Suites at Soneva Fushi 

Six Senses first and flagship property, Soneva Fushi, which was voted “World’s Best Resort” by Conde Nast Traveller in 2000, has completed Phase III of its private villas, adding six new Crusoe Suites and 5 Soneva Fushi Suites, as well as a second Presidential Suite.  

The new suites replace the resort’s previous smaller Rehendi Rooms and reflect the fact that demand at the resort has been stronger for the higher levels of accommodation, which afford greater luxury and privacy.  “This firmly establishes the resort’s niche as catering to the very highest end of the market” said Sonu Shivdasani, Chairman and CEO of Six Senses.

The new Crusoe suites are ideal for families as they have two bedrooms, an enormous outdoor bathroom and are located along a stretch of wonderfully scenic beach. 

The Six Senses Spa at Soneva Fushi is currently being expanded and will include a large gym under a 15m high roof, and two new two-storey treatment rooms that will include a sauna, a steam room, a plunge pool, a ying yang bath and a shower. 

Six Senses To Manage Ana Mandara For Another 10 Years

Hai Duong Tourist Company (HDTC) which operates the luxury boutique Ana Mandara Resort in Nha Trang, Vietnam, has announced that it will extend Bangkok-based Six Senses Hotels & Resorts’ management contract for the property for a further ten years, with the approval of the local authorities. 

The move comes as a result of Vietnam’s state-owned Trading & Investment Company (TIC) buying out the foreign partner in the joint venture entity, VF-CGZ-TIC (Vietnam Fund & Compagnie Generale des Zincs Limited & Trading & Investment Company) which previously owned HDTC.  nHDTC, which is now wholly owned by TIC, will continue to operate Ana Mandara with management services from Six Senses. 

The boutique Ana Mandara Resort , an Evason Hideaway is situated on the coast of Nha Trang in Central Vietnam is Vietnam’s most successful and stylish resort hotel. The name “ana mandara” in the ancient cham language of Vietnam means “beautiful home for guests” and in that spirit, the resort is reminiscent of an old Vietnamese village, furnished with native wood and rattan. Through this it brings forth an authentic image of Vietnam and its traditional warm hospitality and rich culture. 

Located directly on the beach, the Resort is set on 20,000 square meters of private tropical gardens overlooking the ocean. The resort's 16 villas, with a total of 68 rooms, are complimented by a stunning view of Nha Trang Bay. Each room has its own covered terrace and all modern amenities. 

As part of a recent renovation, the Six Senses Spa at the Ana Mandara has been upgraded and its range of treatments extended to include a range of indulgent body wraps and scrubs. The most popular of these is the ‘Body Glow’, in which mineral rich sea salt, dried seaweed and fruit enzymes are combined to smooth and silken the entire body. Treatments are performed in straw pavilions whilst guests enjoy the beautiful landscaped waterfall rock garden, calming music and relaxing atmosphere. 


Six Senses Appoints New Spa Manager 

Six Senses has appointed Anna Keen as its new Area Spa Manager, South East Asia. 

British-born Anna Keen, a seasoned spa professional, has been Spa Manager and Spa Director at some of the world’s leading spa resorts, including the world-famous Chiva- Som International Health Resort in Hua Hin, Thailand. 

Anna was educated in the South of England and gained the internationally recognised CIBTAC and CIDESIC qualifications in Beauty Therapy. She began her career in Bristol but soon moved to London where she spent 5 years specialising in the set up and operations of health and beauty departments within top British health clubs. 

Anna moved to Thailand in 1998 where she spent two years managing the spa at the Chiva-Som International Health Resort, during which time Chiva-Som was voted the 'Best Destination Spa in the World' by readers of Conde' Nast Traveller magazine in 1999. Anna joins Six Senses after spending the last year setting up an opening a high profile destination spa in Bangalore, India. 

Six Senses is a Hotel and Resort Management and Development Company established in 1995, which owns the award-winning Soneva Fushi Resort in the Maldives and manages hotels and resorts under the brand names Soneva, Evason and Pavilion. 

Soneva is a “beyond stars” boutique brand of luxury resorts whose “Intelligent Luxury” philosophy is to offer luxuries of the highest international standard but with a sensitivity and local feel in design, architecture and service. Evason is a five star category where attention to detail is also a driving force and whose philosophy of being “Distinctly Different” results in very innovative properties. The Pavilion brand consists of more traditional four star hotels and resorts but which nonetheless have a unique selling point to differentiate them in the market. 

Soneva Fushi Resort and Spa was recently voted Best Resort and Best of the Best by readers of Conde Nast Traveller. 

For further information please contact: 
Six Senses Hotels,  Resorts and Spas
Tel: 662 254 4775 
Fax: 662 254 4566 
Email: ak@six-senses.com
