17th October 2010

Soneva Fushi by Six Senses Celebrates 15th Anniversary 

with a Desert Island House Party

The day dawned clear and bright, the sun rose in the bluest of skies and the turquoise sea lapped gently around the resort’s sandbank. The stage was set for Soneva Fushi’s 15th anniversary party, Barefoot Ballroom.

Guests already staying on the island enjoyed all sorts of party fun. The slow bike race – the last over the line wins – had two heats. The first won by Michael Schumacher, the second by his son. The final saw the two Schumachers and the reigning Soneva Fushi champion, host Ali, in a fiercely competitive battle of wills and straining muscle. The winner Schumacher Junior!

And athletic Mr. Schumacher also played a volley ball match - guests against hosts. Despite the encouragement of Francois Berléand from the sidelines, the hosts were victorious!

The stars of the night, the Jolly Boys – the original Jamaican reggae band, first known for playing at Errol Flynn’s parties back in the 50s – took some time out for a cruise around the island, lead singer octogenarian Albert, sporting a hat bearing the immortal phrase, ‘I thought I was wise until a woman made me realize….’

Jacque’s grandson, Fabian Cousteau, diver and marine conservationist, took guests on the dive of their lives. Having accompanied his Father and Grandfather on expeditions from the age of seven – literally starting at the bottom by scraping barnacles from the underside of the boat - his knowledge of the oceans and stories of the wonder of the deep and its creatures had people enraptured. Especially the one about a Mother killer whales teaching her baby how to catch sharks….

Tilda Swinton, introduced one of her favourite movies, at Cinema Paradiso. To Be or Not to Be a 1942 American comedy directed by Ernst Lubitsch, about a troupe of actors in Nazi-occupied Warsaw who use their abilities at disguise and acting to fool the occupying troops, starringhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carole_Lombard Carol Lombard and Jack Benny. Praising Carol Lombard’s performance Tilda said, ‘She proves it is possible to be unspeakably beautiful AND funny.’

There was a wine and cheese tasting – 15 of each naturally – and a slow food cooking class.

By 6.30pm it was time for the main event. Guests were ferried to the sandbank in small dhonis, to be greeted with champagne, cocktails and canapés as the sun set around them. As the light of the stars and flaming torches grew stronger and the party began in earnest, guests played pétanque, ate, drank and soaked in the ambience of the Maldivian bodu beru songs played by local band Zero Degree Atoll, along with the sound of the sea and the balmy breeze.

Soneva Fushi’s team of chefs had prepared a feast of fresh fish, seafood, slow cooked meats, Indian dishes and salads, using ingredients from Soneva Fushi’s organic garden. It was a veritable banquet. Sonu Shivdasani, Chairman and CEO of Six Senses and his wife Eva Malstrom Shivdasani, Creative Director, hosted over seventy guests for the dinner. All guests seated at a long U-shaped table on the sandbank. Among the many regular guests invited in thanks of their long years of support, were; Michael Shumacher, Tilda Swinton and partner Sandro Kopp, Olivia Palermo, Elsa Zylberstein, Martin Clunes, Fabian Cousteau, Willa Keswick, Paul Smith, Francois Berléand, Sir Simon Rattle, Mark Jones and Giovanni Bignani. 

After dinner guests left the sandbank by dhoni and were ferried around the island to Turtle Beach and Cinema Paradiso, transformed for the night into Night Club Paradiso. An amazing array of chocolate puddings and cakes and 60 varieties of ice-cream were served, before the Jolly Boys took to the stage and performed their magic. Their warm and infectious rhythms soon had the crowd up and dancing, although nobody’s moves quite matched the loose limbed snake hips of Jolly Boys, Powder and Albert, who wowed and wooed all the girls…..

After just the three encores the Jolly Boys retired to the chocolate table and well deserved glasses of champagne, leaving the floor to Mark Jones, DJ and producer, who kept the party dancing late, late into the velvet blue night….

One of the last to leave was host Sonu, who enjoyed the party so much that he’s thinking of making it an annual event.

For further information and images, please contact gill@sixsenses.com or sophy@sixsenses.com 
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Paul Smith
	is an American model and actress. She is a cast member of the television show, The City. 

Katherine Mathilda "Tilda" Swinton is a Scottish actress known for both arthouse and mainstream films. She won the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress for her performance in Michael Clayton. 
is an English actor and comedian. Clunes is perhaps best known for his roles as Gary Strang in Men Behaving Badly and Doctor Martin Ellingham in Doc Martin.

is a Formula One racing driver currently driving for Mercedes GP. Most famous for his legendary ten-year spell with Ferrari, Schumacher is a seven-time World Champion and according to the official Formula One website is "statistically the greatest driver the sport has ever seen"

is a French aquatic filmmaker and oceanographic explorer. He is son of Jean-Michel Cousteau and grandson of the noted oceanographic explorer Jacques-Yves Cousteau.

The Jolly Boys is a mento band from Port Antonio, Jamaica. First known for playing at Errol Flynn’s house parties in the 1950s. Their band formed in 1955 and had great commercial success in the late 1980s and 1990s among reggae and world music fans. They have a new album due out in autumn 2010 (Great Expectation). 
The president of the Italian space agency

is a French actor, he appeared in the 2002 movie The Transporter as the French inspector named Tarconi, an active and honest police officer who is an acquaintance of Frank Martin (Jason Statham). He reprised the role in the sequels Transporter 2 and Transporter 3. 
is a French film, TV, and stage actress. After having a dramatic education, Zylberstein began film career in 1989, and has appeared in about 50 films. She won the César Award for Best Supporting Actress for I've Loved You So Long (2008). 
is an English conductor. He rose to international prominence as conductor of the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra and since 2002 has been principal conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic (BPO).

is a French film, TV, and stage actress. Zylberstein began her film career in 1989, and has appeared in about 50 films. She won the César Award for Best Supporting Actress for I've Loved You So Long (2008).

Belfast-born executive producer of Slumdog Millionaire and chairman of Celador Films
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Michael Schumacher at 15th Anniversary Party
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Sandbank Pre- Dinner, 15th Anniversary
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Jolly Boy and Tilda Swinton
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Snorkelling at Sand Bank
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Editor’s Note:

Six Senses is a resort and spa management and development company established in 1995, which manages resorts under the brand names Soneva by Six Senses, Six Senses Hideaway, Six Senses Latitude and Evason, plus Six Senses Spas and Six Senses Destination Spas.

Six Senses SLOW LIFE positioning philosophy: 

Sustainable-Local-Organic-Wholesome   Learning-Inspiring-Fun-Experiences.

Soneva by Six Senses – Intelligent Luxury

Soneva is committed to offer luxuries of the highest international standard in an environment that nurtures the indigenous feel in design, architecture and service; fusing nature with guest experiences and creating destinations unto themselves. A Soneva resort has a limited number of accommodations, all offering generous personal space. 

There are now three Soneva properties – multi award-winning Soneva Fushi in the north Baa atoll of the Maldives,  Soneva Gili in the Male’ Atoll and recently Soneva Kiri on the island Koh Kood, a pristine island on the south-east coast of The Gulf of Thailand. 

