Press Release

Wine and Spirit Education Trust Course
for Hosts at Soneva Resorts in the Maldives
Bangkok, January 2006: International wine consultant, Jeffrey Benson, recently concluded a Wine and Spirit Education Trust (WSET) course – level 2 intermediate certificate – for hosts of Soneva Fushi and Soneva Gili in the Maldives. The course cumulated the on going in-depth training created to compliment the resorts’ comprehensive wine lists which were established by Benson.
The training course concept actually was formulated in 1997, when Benson was requested by Six Senses Resorts & Spas CEO – Sonu Shivdasani, to re-vamp the wine list at Soneva Fushi. Its sister resort, Soneva Gili, also joined the programme when it was opened in 2002. Benson’s task was not only to create the list, but to write a full explanation of the wine and instruct the resort restaurant hosts accordingly.
Fifteen candidates – 10 from Soneva Fushi and 5 from Soneva Gili – spent six months studying all the books in the WSET syllabus, then had several days with Benson so he could reinforce their knowledge and directly interact. “The results were overwhelming and one must congratulate not only the tenacity of the candidates but also Six Senses for their forward thinking with regard to staff training in the field of wine”, said Benson. “This is the first time these examinations have been held in the Maldives”, he added. 
“The level 2 intermediate certificate is an internationally recognised qualification and to pass is very good, to obtain a merit is wonderful, but to receive a distinction is exceptional and qualifies for scholarship funding to sit the level 3 advanced certificate as well as winning a case of wine”.
The WSET is the only Wine and Spirit Education entity approved by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority, the UK government's regulator for education. 2005 saw over 15,000 candidates in 28 countries and 7 languages sit the WSET's exams.
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Editor’s Note:

Six Senses is a Resort and Spa Management and Development Company established in 1995, which owns the award-winning Soneva Fushi Resort in the Maldives and manages properties under the brand names Soneva Resorts, Evason Hideaways and Evason Resorts. 

Soneva Resorts are committed to offer luxuries of the highest international standard in an environment that nurtures the indigenous feel in design, architecture and service; fusing nature with guest experiences to create – Intelligent Luxury

Evason Hideaway identifies the boutique category of the Evason brand, where attention to detail and focus on the reality of the destination together with modern architecture support the theme – Innovative Style.

Evason Resorts offer a greater number of accommodations than Evason Hideaways, while maintaining individual design personalities, generous architectural proportions and spirited guest experiences, supporting the theme – Redefining Experiences

Six Senses Spas, a key element of all Six Senses properties, offer a wide range of holistic wellness, rejuvenation and beauty treatments for ‘Balancing Senses”, administered under the guidance of expert therapists.
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