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Six Senses Web of Hope (SSWoH)

The 12 letters that spell T-H-E  W-E-B  O-F  H-O-P-E correspond to the

12 categories of the database:

T-ravel  H-abitat  E-nergy

W-ater  E-conomics  B-iodiversity

O-rganisation  F-ood

H-ealth  O-ceans  P-eace  E-ducation.
Background

The Web of Hope is a UK registered charity specialising in environmental education powered by an expanding on-line database of best practice role models for sustainability drawn from around the world. The Web of Hope was first launched at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg. The first edition of its The Little Book of Hope was distributed for free and seeded the feedback process that has driven the growth of the database enabling The Web of Hope to become involved in numerous and wide-ranging consultancy services from the ‘greening’ of the Hay-on-Wye Literary Festival in 2006, to the planning of a sustainable community in the Colombian town of Laetitia in the central Amazon. 

Sixth Senses sees The Web of Hope not so much as an insular little organisation but the global network itself, highlighted by the projects, initiatives, communities, businesses, and eco-technologies in our database. We believe The Web of Hope represents a new ecological model and, since many of these progressive solutions have been ignored by the mainstream media until very recently, our role is to make the model more visible.

Current Web of Hope projects:

The Resource (thewebofhope.org) - At the core of The Web of Hope is the database, or Resource, that provides the inspiration and content for educational programmes, like The Adventures of Dr Ecologic and Beyond Waste road shows, and publications like The Little Book of Hope. 
Road shows (drecologic.com) - The educational road shows make the Database accessible to children and adults alike, using interactive theatre and arts-based workshops to bring the issues alive and offer hands-on practical inspiration for ‘getting involved’ and ‘making a difference’. To date, The Adventures of Dr Ecologic has been performed to 8-11 year-olds at schools around the south of England and at the prestigious Hay-on-Wye Literary festival. In addition, the Beyond Waste road show has been developed for a more mature audience, as well as children, and is ready to be performed.
Project Flamingo (projectflamingo.org) - This on-line campaign was launched at the Bioneers Conference in San Francisco in October 2004. The aim of Project Flamingo is to respond directly to that universal question: ‘But what should we do?’ Through a seven-step programme, a series of ‘toolkits’ are presented, offering the user practical advice on implementing ‘sustainable lifestyle solutions’ within the home, the workplace or the community. The Project Flamingo campaign and website are currently being redeveloped for re-launch in 2008.
Samakanda – The Web of Hope’s Bio-versity (samakanda.org) - This ecological retreat and educational experience has been developed on the site of an abandoned, 60-acre tea estate in south Sri Lanka. The term ‘Bio-versity’ was coined to describe an educational arena where the ‘natural intelligence of biological systems’ is the principle focus and source of inspiration. Through a combination of permaculture philosophy, ecological building, and organic farming techniques, Samakanda provides a living biological university where teachers and students are inspired by ‘sustainable lifestyle solutions’ and can thereby integrate them within their own lives.
Web of Hope Services - Since 2002, The Web of Hope has been involved in numerous and wide-ranging consultancy services. Now, through  Six Senses close collaboration with the Global Footprinting Network (GFN), we able to integrate the most evolved sustainability indicator—the Ecological Footprint (EF) analysis—within our reports and recommendations, plus use our global network of sustainability networks to advise on areas ranging from carbon mitigation to water management and energy conservation.
Six Senses Web of Hope (SSWOH)

In January 2008, due to generous primary sponsorship from the Six Senses group, Six Senses Web of Hope will be incorporated as a new company. As a result, SSWOH will continue to drive and expand existing Web of Hope projects, plus provide an in-house consultancy service for Six Senses. We are excited and confident about the new opportunities this will bring to expand our reach and increase our ability to influence a broad spectrum of interested parties.

The Converging World (TCW) (theconvergingworld.org)

One of the catalysts for this new partnership has been linking Six Senses with The Converging World model for carbon mitigation, thereby aligning Six Senses with perhaps the most progressive and revolutionary new model for tackling climate change in an effective and systemic fashion.

In contrast to conventional first generation carbon off-set schemes, such as tree-planting projects, TCW allows first-world donors to invest in renewable energy projects in the developing world, thus preventing future carbon releases by preventing those communities joining a national gird powered by fossil fuels like coal, oil and gas.

For example, the first model is already in action in the south Indian state of Tamil Nadu. Through collaboration with an established local NGO called SCAD, powerful 1.5MW wind turbines are already providing electricity for local communities. Revenue from the electricity is split between local community projects, like education and healthcare, a ‘breeder fund’ to replicate the model further, plus a proportion for the original donor to invest in further carbon reduction strategies in a location of their choosing. 

In addition, the accumulated carbon credits can be ‘cashed in’ over time, using existing carbon trading mechanisms, thereby generating further funds for expansion of TCW. Ultimately, TCW provides a ‘win-win’ virtuous circle of self-replication and, if adopted widely enough, could have a dramatic impact on reducing carbon releases. For example, through a simple ‘carbon tax’ in the room rate, the Six Senses commitment to TCW will lead to an initial reduction of 70,000 tonnes of carbon over the first phase.

SSWOH Projects 2008:

Sustainapedia (sustainapedia.org) - SSWOH has been invited to join the founding members of the original Wikipedia on-line encyclopaedia team to develop the word’s first on-line sustainability encyclopaedia. A partnership agreement is being developed as the first step in moving this project forward.
The Galle Literary Festival January 15th-19th 2008, Sri Lanka (galleliteraryfestial.com)

SSWOH was launched in Asia at The Galle Literary Festival. Heralded as the ‘premier literary festival in the world’ after it’s inauguration in January 2007, the second Galle Literary Festival presented speakers including Gore Vidal, Vikram Seth, and Ian McEwan who participated in climate change debates. 

Through its role of ‘greening’ the festival and manning a stall to offer advice to festival-goers on a variety of sustainability issues such as carbon mitigation with TCW, SSWOH earned enormous publicity. 

We also circulated a 10-point action plan publication, and hosted the Asian premier film screening of Whaledreamers (whaledreamers.com), an emotive and award-winning film about global ecological issues. 

At the end of the festival, SSWOH hosted a day of ‘green events’ at Samakanda that attracted some of the top literary stars from the event.

The Converging World Symposium, Soneva Fushi, 6th-12th June 2008
In June, SSWOH will invite 30 carefully selected guests at SFR to a four-day event to replicate the TCW initiative as widely as possible within Asia. The principle focus will be the luxury travel industry and some of the core guests will be CEOs of the top luxury hotel brands in Asia. 

In addition, there will be representatives from TCW, SCAD, SS, and SSWOH to explore the most effective ways to implement the model, along with members of the World Future Council (WFC) initiative (wfc.org), a global body of leading thinkers from civil society who can shed light on spreading TCW into other areas. 

Due to the close proximity of Sri Lanka, another tangible outcome we will be working towards is seeking the wide replication of TCW in a neighbouring country. By inviting prominent members of the established Sri Lankan NGO Sarvodaya that operates in 15,000 villages on the island, plus one of the country’s leading solar suppliers, we can establish the core network to make this possible.

SSWOH – The Six Senses Little Book of Hope
Following on from the huge success of this previous Web of Hope publication (a small compendium of best practice stories covering the 12 Web of Hope categories), this publication will be launched at the TCW Symposium, distributed to Six Senses guests for free, and sold through other avenues internationally. The intention is to provide the catalyst for ‘getting people involved,’ be they a housewife, or an industrialist, presenting step-by-step roadmaps for implementing positive change. 

Conclusion

The first five years of The Web of Hope has been devoted to laying the foundations for a global educational organisation. Once fully realised, this network has the potential to provide a global exchange service, connecting people with the solutions and inspiration they need to make sustainability a reality. 

The tools all flow from the ‘Resource of Hope’—the road shows, the ‘toolkits’, the models like TCW—not only making ‘sustainable lifestyle solutions’ available to all, but delivering them in a form that makes them easy to adopt.

Through primary sponsorship from Six Senses, SSWOH now has the capacity to roll out fully developed projects on a much wider scale and to start making a much deeper impact. As we know with issues like climate change, time is not on our side. However, if enough of us act together now, there is still time to make a difference. 

As they say, ‘If not us, then who? If not now, then when?’  It’s time.

