News from Six Senses Hotels, Resorts & Spas – February 2001   

 
SIX SENSES TO FRANCHISE CITY AND RESORT SPAS

 

Having created a separate Spa division, and appointed a new Spa Division Director, Six Senses is looking to develop spa opportunities not only in the group’s own properties but to operate them in other hotels and resorts as well. To underline its commitment to the spa concept, the company has been rebranded Six Senses Hotels, Resorts and Spas. 
 

Sarah Noble, - the new Spa Director will ensure a 'no compromise' approach to developing the highest quality spas from conception to completion, and will aid and advise hotel management wanting to develop a spa facility within their resort, relieving them of the burden of Spa operations and staffing.  Having been in the 'Wellness' industry for 20 years, she will handpick the most professional staff to help spa guests  'discover their six senses'  in the unique way that has become the hallmark of the Six Senses brand.  
 

This year, the spa at The Soneva Fushi resort in the Maldives (owned & managed by Six Senses) has been awarded '3rd Best Spa in  the World'  by the influential Gallivanter's guide which reviews the best Resorts and Hotels in the World.
 

SIX SENSES TO OPEN EVASON HUA HIN, THAILAND

Six Senses Hotels & Resorts has announced that it will become the major shareholder of the Club Aldiana Siam in Hua Hin, and take over management of the resort. From mid-March until the 1st of October 2001, the resort will close for extensive renovation and upon reopening will be rebranded as The Evason Hua Hin. 

Bangkok-based Six Senses, the owner and operator of  The Soneva Fushi Resort and Spa in the Maldives - rated the world’s best resort by the readers of Conde Nast Traveller  - will be spending US$5 million on  upgrading the property to the Evason standard. 

The Evason Hua Hin  will have 40 pool villas each measuring approximately 130 sq. m. in size. There will be 24 deluxe suites of approximately 60 sq. m. and the standard rooms will be approximately 50 sq.m. The style of the redevelopment will combine the contemporary influences seen at the newly opened Gallery Evason in Singapore with strong traditional Asian values and materials.

Guests will have quite a choice of restaurants. Apart from the main restaurants, there will be a casual 

beach club restaurant, an Asian fusion restaurant set in the middle of a very large Lotus Pond, and snacks will be available from a colonial-style  open air bar with lovely views out to sea.  The resort will have a Six Senses quality spa, and an extensive children’s centre.  

Sis Senses is positioning the resort as the best in the Hua Hin area. It will have facilities and standards that the existing market leaders such as the Sofitel Central, the Royal Garden Village, and the Dusit Polo Resort do not have.  

SONEVA GILI - SECOND MALDVIES RESORT FOR SIX SENSES – SET FOR NOVEMBER OPENING

The Soneva Gili Resort and Spa, the second Soneva property in The Maldives operated by Six Senses Hotels and Resorts is now taking shape, and is set to open in November. The Soneva Gili will be the first resort located entirely on the water in the Maldives and will be of a style and sophistication compatible with its sister property The Soneva Fushi, which was recently ranked World’s Best Resort by readers of Conde Nast Traveller. 

Soneva Gili is located on a privately owned island “Lankanfushi”, in the North Male Atoll of the Maldives, some 6 nautical miles or 15 minutes by speedboat from the Male International airport. All guest villas will be located on the water and sufficiently far from each other to provide maximum privacy.

The accommodation will comprise 35 Soneva Gili Water Villa Suites (size 110 sq. m.), nine Soneva Gili Residences (150 sq. m.) and six stand alone Soneva Gili Crusoe Residences (150 sq. m.)

Water Villa Suites come complete with king size bed, roof top sun deck and a daybed and eight of these will also have their own private Jacuzzi. There will also be a floating sun deck, private outside sitting area, large lobby area with seating arrangements and day beds, an open-air private bathroom with separate glass walled shower area, large bathtub and shower with fresh hot & cold water supply, air-conditioning and over head fan.

The nine Soneva Gili Residences have similar facilities but are larger and the day bed area can be converted to an additional bedroom if required. The six stand-alone Soneva Gili Crusoe Residences are water residences for those who want the ultimate in privacy. They offer  the same facilities as the Soneva Gili Residences, but are accessible only by boat.

SIX SENSES TO OPERATE THE PHUKET ISLAND RESORT  

Six Senses is to take over the operation of the Phuket Island Resort, which is to be rebranded the Evason Phuket Resort and Spa. This 285 room property will continue to operate for the time being under the name Phuket Island Resort, while Six Senses slowly renovate it wing by wing to reach the new Evason concept and standard. The fully redeveloped and upgraded property will be rebranded The Evason Phuket in November 2001. 

ASIA’S FIRST “HIP HOTEL” GETS INTO FULL SWING 

The Gallery Evason in Singapore, Asia’s first “hip” hotel, which features a stunning contemporary design and a unique glass-sided rooftop pool jutting out over the street, is now in full swing after soft-opening towards the end of last year. Although hotels with a “cool” and modern design have mushroomed throughout Europe and the US, this is the first to open in Asia. 

The first city hotel to carry the Evason brand, The Gallery Evason is fast becoming Singapore’s hottest place not only to stay but also to eat and drink, featuring several leading and innovative restaurants and bars. Among them is The Liquid Room – a trendy nightclub, The Orb and Lara’s winebar, as well as the hotel’s signature restaurant called simply The Restaurant.  Coming soon are a Lebanese restaurant called Coriander, a contemporary Japanese restaurant and a Cigar and Martini bar. 

The hotel is also the first in Singapore to offer free in-room Internet access to all guests, as well as wireless Internet access in its public areas.  It is also the only hotel in Asia with a dedicated women-only floor catering exclusively to the needs of female travelers, located on the 7th floor of the hotel.

Six Senses will also operate and manage a city spa at The Gallery Evason, which is scheduled to open in March 2001. 

Six Senses is a Hotel and Resort Management and Development Company which owns the award-winning Soneva Fushi Resort in the Maldives and manages hotels and resorts under the brand names Soneva, Evason and Pavilion.  

Soneva is a“beyond stars” boutique brand of luxury resorts whose philosophy is to offer luxuries of the highest international standard but with a natural, local feel in design, architecture and service.  Evason is a five star boutique category where attention to detail and a focus on the reality of the destination are also a driving force, but where the properties are larger and the rooms slightly smaller and less luxurious.  The Pavilion brand consists of more traditional four star hotels and resorts but which nonetheless have a unique selling point to differentiate them in the market. 

The Soneva Fushi Resort and Spa was recently voted Best Resort and Best of the Best by readers of Conde Nast Traveller.  
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