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Soneva Fushi aims to be Carbon Free by 2010, 
Spearheading Carbon Emission Strategies 
in the Maldives

Six Senses’ Hub Bangkok, June, 2007: The core purpose of Six Senses Resorts & Spas is to create innovative and enriching experiences in a sustainable environment. So it is no surprise that its flagship resort - Soneva Fushi, in the Maldives – is the first of the group’s properties to implement a programme to offset its guests’ flight emissions. The first step will make Soneva Fushi carbon neutral by 2008, and then ramp up to the next step which will result in Soneva Fushi being carbon free by 2010.
The resort is a main contributor to the Six Senses Carbon Offset Fund, which initially will support the Converging World project. This project establishes alternative energy production methods - such as wind turbines, in communities of developing countries before they become dependent on energy from fossil fuels. The first initiative is in Tamil Nadu India, and has the potential to be implemented in the Maldives and other locations.
However, this is just the beginning of the Six Senses Zero Emissions Objective commitment to sustainable development and to the environment. In addition to developing climate-sympathetic accommodations which use local materials, as well as reducing some food transportation energy by growing fresh produce in its own organic gardens, the resort has gone one step further in its commitment to the environment. It engaged the British environmental engineering and design consultancy, XCO2, in early 2005, to move towards powering the entire Soneva Fushi property with zero-carbon energy. The project is under the leadership of Mr. Juergen E. Seidel, Six Senses group director of property maintenance.
Both XCO2 and Six Senses put emphasis on the gradual replacement of finite energy carriers such as fossil diesel, with renewable energy sources such as solar, wind and tidal power, and deep sea water cooling. The initial feasibility study resulted in a three-stage strategy for reducing diesel consumption for energy, cooling, lighting and water efficiency. For example, by initially adding energy and heat recovery systems as well as reducing wastage and loss, up to 30% of the current energy used is expected to be saved.
Initiatives that have already been carried out, or are about to be, are making further use of the island location. Seawater intake from boreholes and/or deep wells for a reverse osmosis desalination plant with an energy recovery pressure intake system would be expected to reduce 30% of energy usage with a 40% water production increase.

As innovators in creating architecture and décor using natural materials, Six Senses Creative team is working on energy efficient architectural designs that provide additional roof ventilation, cross ventilation, and passive and active cooling. High-R insulation materials, and double glazed windows with low radiation glass that allows less ultra violet rays to pass through, would be incorporated. Additionally, the use of biodiesel – derived essentially from coconut meat - is being considered, not only as a fuel for the fleet of water craft, but also as an alternative to diesel fuel imports for back-up and residual electricity needs at the resort. Land vehicles could be converted to battery power or fuel cell units.
The ultimate goal is to achieve a 50% reduction in greenhouse gasses by January 2008 and to use no fossil-fuel-derived energy sources by 2010. 
Some of the technical solutions – either singularly or in combination - that will enable the resort to reach these targets include power generation with tri-generation (power, heat and steam recovery). This system will recover waste, heat and use this to provide all the resort’s hot water requirements. Furthermore, the steam generated will be channeled to an absorption chiller that will produce 7oC water. The water will be used for air-conditioning the buildings located near the power house.
The guest villas could be air-conditioned by using deep sea water cooling, (DSWC), which makes use of the chilled water from 300 meters below the tropical surface waters—where the seawater is 11.5oC,  whilst solar hot water and solar photo-voltaic can be generated at Heart-of-House areas on roofs of host housing. Additionally, small and medium wind turbines can be used as direct feed power supply.
Future possibilities that are being considered for the 2010 zero carbon emission goal are the installation of a large wind turbine on the neighbouring island of Eydhafushi that could generate energy for the resort while also supporting the community of that island as well. Solar, tidal and wave technologies which could also be used as an asset for generating power, heat, and steam/cooling for air-conditioning are also being considered.
In summation, in its quest for integrated and sustainable energy management, Six Senses Resorts & Spas is dedicated to energy innovations that will enrich and sustain the environment.  Its flagship resort – Soneva Fushi – is the initial proving ground. 
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Kunfunadhoo Island – Home of Soneva Fushi, Maldives
Download a high resolution copy of this photo from

 http://www.sixsenses.com/primage/islandshot.jpg


Organic Garden Restaurant at Soneva Fushi
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Editor’s Note:
 Six Senses is a Resort and Spa Management and Development Company established in 1995, which manages resorts under the brand names Soneva, Evason and Six Senses Spas

Soneva – Intelligent Luxury.

Soneva is committed to offer luxuries of the highest international standard in an environment that nurtures the indigenous feel in design, architecture and service; fusing nature with guest experiences and creating destinations unto themselves. A Soneva resort has a limited number of accommodations, all offering generous personal space. 

Evason – Redefining Experiences.

Evason Hideaway identifies the boutique category of the Evason brand, where attention to detail and focus on the reality of the destination together with modern architecture and private pool villas, which provide generous personal space and present an uncompromised standard of luxury.
Evason Latitude introduces a collection of resorts, usually with a greater number of accommodations than Evason Hideaway, while still maintaining attention to detail and generous proportions. An Evason Latitude offers individual style with a unique and diverse design personality.
Six Senses Spa - a key element of all Six Senses properties, offer a wide range of holistic wellness, rejuvenation and beauty treatments for ‘Balancing Senses’ administered under the guidance of expert therapists. Six Senses Spas are also hosted by prestigious hotels and resorts in many other locations.
Six Senses Destination Spas are dedicated to transforming the lifestyle of their guests through a complete immersion into healthy and mindful living, supporting the theme – Enriching Life.

For further information please contact: 

Six Senses Resorts & Spas 

Marketing Department 

Tel: 66 (0) 2631 9777

Fax: 66 (0) 2631 9799

marketing@sixsenses.com
www.sixsenses.com
