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Sx Senses operates resorts according to a philosophy of Hideaway, which attract
frequent guests like Madonna and Angelina Jolie. | took the motor boat with Martin
and went from Phuket to Koh Yau Noi, which is inhabited by merely 4,000 aborigines.
Following my butler, I passed through the mangrove and listened to the chirrup.
Embraced by green trees and red flowers, | felt relaxed with the chirrup and the voice
of waves. When | opened the door of my room, | was welcomed by rocks and surprised
at the swimming pool connected to the ocean. Switching off the mobile phone, Martin
forgot all the trifles and enjoyed histime in the Hideaway.

Retiring from the world is today’s trend of travel. Thailand is a lovely country, in
which many islands are hideaway paradises. Sx Senses devel oped the Maldives into a
luxury resort region 20 years ago and has been exploring good places to develop
more Hideaways. Stuated between Phuket and Krabi, the resort on Koh Yau Noi has
opened for less than one year. With low density of population, the primitive natural
environment is still remained.

My private butler took me to a two-storey, 2,000 sqg.ft villa with its own private
swimming pool. With a primitive fagade, the resort’s materials are natural palm wood
without paint. The door knob is made of jute rope and mineral water is filled in a
glass bottle. Focusing on environmental protection, the resort is “intelligently
luxurious’ and attracts lot of renowned celebrities including Madonna, Angelina
Jolie and Designer Jimmy Choo.

On such a large idand, guests are suggested to travel by free-provided bicycle,
instead of by golf carts. The whole resort village is embraced by the natural mangrove
and that is why | enjoyed walking around on foot on the island. On the island with
many rare birds, | had wonderful bird-watching lessons every day.

Opposite to Phang Nga Bay, Koh Yau Noi features a ridge of interesting stones which
is like a group of aligning dwarfs. Overlooking from the restaurant, different stunning
views can be enjoyed in the morning and at sunset. No matter guests are practicing
yoga in the mangrove, learning Thai boxing on the beach or enjoying massage in
room, they can enjoy the picturesque scenery everywhere.

The Hill Top Reserve, situated at the top of the island, boasts the most spectacular
and commanding scenery. Attached to a waterdide, the swimming pool enjoys a
hundred percent natural landscape. It is relaxing when swimming, sliding or even
doing nothing at the poolside.

The aborigines on the island live on fishing, breeding fish and shrimps as well as
planting rubber trees. The resort offers Eco-tours, which take guests to visit grottos,
Rubber Plantation and to see the process of rubber. The seafood that we had in the
restaurant came from the local fishermen. The resort features a large piece of organic
farmland, with its vegetable being cooked in dainty Thai and Italian cuisines.
Thailand is a kingdom of seasonings. More than 20 self-made jams are available in



breakfast, including coconut, pineapple, papaya and citronella, etc. There are also
more than 20 kinds of self-made ice cream being served all day.

Each villa is 2,000 sg. ft in area and with itsindoor swimming pool. Martin invited us
to barbegque and enjoyed the full moon in hisvilla. The butler from Bangkok also told
me that he and all the staff had made a wish under the stars which appeared as a
smiling face some weeks ago. And finally, the dream does come true. Suggested by the
butler, we also made a wish there.

There are many islands in East Thailand which have not yet been explored. Koh Kood,
the forth largest island in Thailand, is inhabited by only 2,000 aborigines and has not
yet been explored. Soneva Kiri Resort is under construction and will open its door in
summer this year. Stuated at the boundary of Cambodia and connected to nearby
Angkor Wat, Koh Kood has nearly no traffic network with the outside. The resort has
already built a private airport on the Koh Kood. Guests will take a one-hour flight by
resort’s 8-seat small planes of Cessna Grand Caravan from Bangkok.

The nearly finished space-castle-like architecture is the Children World. Entering a
password as a proof of under age, children can enter the world via an automatic door.
Inside the world is an outdoor children playground. Wthout any electronic games,
children will play with babysitters and it must be a great facility for parents.

The awe-inspiring bamboo-pavilion is like a nest hanging in the sky. The English
designer said that he has lived on the island for two years and walked around the
island every day. Sometimes, he climbed on a tree and took a nap over there. He felt
like a bird and he was inspired to build this nest-like pavilion for guests.

He also plans to build a 2-seat restaurant on a two-meter-high tree. Having candlelit
dinner on a tree must be very romantic. Stting in the hall of villa, | enjoyed the
stunning sea view with Chill Out music prepared by my butler. Behind this striking
environment is actually a romantic love story.

Sx Senses’ owner Sone and his wife Eva enjoy the way of retiring from the world. 20
years ago, Sone explored a small island and developed it into a paradise for his wife
who is 16 years older than him. The unexplored small island is today’s the Maldives.
Sone has even purchased and operated a seaplane company. The Maldives now
becomes a resort paradise. He has then spent two years to look for Koh Kood and
developed it into another paradise.

| did not want to leave such a paradise. The butler then told me, “ The villas here is
open for sale. The villa can be rented at the time you are not in.” * The Private Pool
Villa with its swimming pool in more than 1,000 sg. ft. of area is priced from
HKD20,000,000 and Hill Top Reserveis priced at HKD50,000,000.”

Some useful information is included in the coverage. The resort features 55 individual
villas with private swimming pools, outdoor shower stalls, living rooms and private
butler services. The area of each villa is 1,200 sg. ft. Boasting the most stunning
scenery, the Hill Top Reserve is around 20,000 sg. ft. in area. Attached to a waterdlide,
the outdoor swimming pool enjoys scenery of stones.



The resort offers Thai and Italian cuisines. Chef Table is particularly surprising.
Barbeque can be held at the poolside in guests’ villas upon request. Picnics will be
arranged in the one-day- tours to Phang Nga Bay and James Bond Island.

Cathay Pacific is offering a two-day package including air tickets and two-night
accommodation from HKD13,320. For more information, please visit
www.cxholidays.com.

Rates of Private pool villas are priced at HKD4,700 per night in off-season and
HKD7,000 per night in peak season. Rates of Deluxe private pool villas are priced at
HKD7,800 per night in off-season and HKD10,000 per night in peak season. Rate of
Hill Top Reserve is priced HKD8,500 per night in off-season and HKD15,000 per
night in peak season. Off-season starts from 16 April to 31 October, while peak season
starts from 1 November to 27 December. The rates are subject to additional fees from
28 December to 10 January. For more information, please visit www.sixsenses.com.
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